
Context:

Jim is invited over for dinner at the Wingfield’s apartment as a gentleman caller by Tom. However, Laura recognizes him as her former classmate with whom she was in love during high school. She starts feeling sick and leaves next door. After dinner Amanda sends Jim to talk to Laura. 

After the text passage Jim kisses Laura and Laura finds out that Jim is actually engaged to be married. 

Setting:

The setting is the living room of the apartment. Since Tom did not pay, light runs out and candles are lightened.

Summary:

Laura shows Jim her glass ornament collection (shows trust) and talks about them. She trusts Jim in holding her favorite one, a glass unicorn although he says that he is very clumsy. Laura talks about favoring one glass ornament over one another, like they are her children. Jim shows interest and tries to relate the glass menagerie to the real world outside of the apartment. While dancing to the music from the alley, Jim bumps into the table where the unicorn is resting, the unicorn falls, and its horn breaks off. Laura is unfazed, though, and she says that now the unicorn can just be a regular horse. Extremely apologetic, Jim tells her that she is different from anyone else he knows, that she is pretty, and that if she were his sister he would teach her to have some self-confidence and value her own uniqueness. 

Theme:

The theme shows a contrast between reality and illusion.

Each character in The Glass Menagerie is trying to escape from reality in his or her own way: Laura retreats into her imagination and the static world of glass animals and old records. The glass unicorn that Jim breaks accidentally is yet another symbol that points to Laura. Like the unicorn, Laura is very different from anyone else. Example Line 20. However she is able to see reality for a while.  Example: Line 8, 15

Purpose: 

This passage is the first time, that Laura is able to escape into the real world. 

What do you learn from this passage? 

Why is this passage important?

Just as Jim’s clumsy advances make Laura seem and feel like an ordinary girl, his clumsy dancing turns her beloved unicorn into an ordinary horse. For the time being, Laura is optimistic about the change, claiming that the unicorn should be happy to feel like less of a misfit, just as she herself is temporarily happy because Jim’s interest in her makes her feel like less of an outcast. Laura and the glass unicorn have similar fragility, however, and Laura, perhaps knowingly, predicts her own fate when she implies that no matter how careful Jim might be, her hopes will end up shattered. 

How does the purpose and the meaning of the passage fit into the novel as a whole?

It is a clear turning point in the novel, because the reader is able to see a change. Finally, Laura escapes from her illusions and gets introduced into the real world for a while.

Characters: 

Laura: Turning point for this character. She gets introduced into the real world and realizes that she should not be ashamed of her disability. She accepts that she is as normal as everyone else and realizes that she gets accepted by „normal“ people such as Jim. She compares herself to a unicorn that lost his horn, and that is now a horse like everyone else. Line 8, 15

Jim: He is just purposeful for showing how great the difference between Laura and the real world is. However he is able to introduce her to the real world for a while. Line 20

Will not be a gentleman caller for Laura as he is engaged: Line 34. This is the turning point again, as then Laura is back in her imaginary world, as a disabled and shy girl.

Literary Devices:

· Beginning Line 4 & 6. Laura is still very shy and gives only short answers: „YES“. which is a repetition. 
· line 8: Metaphor for Laura: She lost her shyness because of Jim - Right now Laura feels like every other girl - She lost her imaginary horn
· Line 31: The music plays an important role throughout the whole novel. Represents the emotions and feelings of the characters in the novel. In this case, Laura‘s emotions because Jim is complementing her and her heart starts beating faster. 
Final thoughts:

The character Jim is a very well used tool of the other. He is a symbol for the real world, and is used to introduce Laura to this social world, where she gets accepted like anyone else. Before she thought that people would see her different than other girls, but Jim, a popular and very sociable guy clarifies that she is a beautiful girl. When he says in the end that he sees Laura as his sister, it is yet again another turning point and points out that Jim pointed her into the right direction, which is freedom, friends and acceptance, but that Laura has to decide for herself what is best for her. 


