The Great Gatsby- Passage outline 

1. Context 

Before: The upper class of the book is presented; Gatsby is first described when he is looking at the green light across the bay. Gatsby is presented god-like, like a hero. 

After: Nick is at Tom’s apartment he keeps for his affair in New York with Jordan and Myrtle. Tom buys Myrtle a dog, he tries to buy her happiness. 

2. Setting

The setting is the most important factor in this passage because in most of the passage the setting in the Valley of Ashes is described. The Valley of Ashes is located between West Egg and New York. The setting described creates a sad and dull mood. It is described very industrial way full of imageries. The setting of the passage is important because it creates a large contrast to the chapter before where the upper class is described. There is a contrast of illusion and reality. 

3. Summary 

In the passage the Valley of Ashes is described as the home of the working class. This fits the industrial way it is described. Nick says that people who want to go to NY with the train need to stop in the Valley of Ashes for at least a minute (can’t escape the reality). That’s where Nick meets Tom’s mistress, Myrtle. Although Tom thinks nobody knows about his affair, Nick says this is not true and they are getting lunch together 

4. Theme
In reality, you need to work hard to live, you can’t expect everything just comes to you. 

The purpose of this passage is to show the difference between the upper class not working, having an easy life, also described as an illusion because it could never represent reality, and the reality of the working class. 

The passage is important to show Myrtle’s background and why she wants to be part of the upper class. It also shows the disillusioned life pf the upper class. It fits into the novel because it shows the people who actually work for the American Dream. 

Examples!

5. Characters 

In the passage persons are described as examples of the general working class “men who move dimly”, “the ash-grey men swarm up”. People are described life-less, colour-less. This could indicate that people don’t have a life if you are nor in the upper class 

At the end of the extract Tom wants Nick to meet his mistress Myrtle. Although he thinks his affair is secret Nick says many people know about it. He even talks with acquaintances when she is around and they are in NY. The fact that Tom wants Nick to know about his mistress shows that people didn’t really think it was that unusual at that time. People did not go into too serious relationships, shows again the shallowness of the upper class because they did not care a lot. “he turned up at popular restaurants with her” . also it already shows that tom can be very aggressive “ l.32 literally forced me” he also just thinks that Nick wouldn’t have anything better to do than to meet his “girl”.

Mood and Imagery

The mood in the passage is very sad and dismal. Everything is associated with ash and the colour grey. Both make it seem even more lifeless because ash comes after the “living fire” and there is no colour really in grey so it makes it seem dead and non-living. This diction is used to set the atmosphere for the setting where all the poor characters of the novel live. 

“desolate area of land” 

Mood is supported by adjectives : grotesque, transcendent, dimly, invisible, foul, dismal, 

It supports the contrast between rich and poor in the novel 

It goes from the green light (hope) to grey which stands for monotony and boredom, makes the working class seem unreal although it is much closer to the reality than the upper class described. 

Makes you think of the Valley of Ashes is a place where everything is grey and consists of ash except the eyes of D.T.J.E:

Examples of imagery 

“ashes take the form of houses”

“The ash-grey men swarm up”

“small foul river” 

“men who move dimly”

“blue and gigantic”

imagery is when the eyes are described 

Stylistic Devices

First of all Fitzgerald describes the Valley of Ashes as the home of the poor, there are no characters presented. Then the Eyes of Eckleburg are describes in a contrast to before with many colours (blue and green) which can be associated with the upper class. Then he lets both those classes meet each other through Tom’s mistress Myrtle. 

Very strong diction makes everything a little sag and abstract. Also the whole first part of the abstract is about imagery and diction 

“ash gray man swarm up” 

“ashes grow like wheat”

Alliterations make people focus on how the valley of ashes is different to west and east egg “grotesque gardens”, “Cars crawl”, “fantastic farm”, “nonexistent nose”, “wild wag”, 

“obscure operations”. 

Make the setting of the valley of ashes even more obscure than before. Creates a larger contrast to the upper classes. 

Metaphor:

Ashes grow( there is a lot of ash created

Ash grey men ( men that work and live in the valley 

Simile:

Ashes grow like wheat and ridges into the hill 
Symbol :

There is ash everywhere ash is a symbol for industries and the working class again there is a contrast to west and east egg 

Development of theme:

The valley of ashes symbolizes the moral and social decay of the society

Final thoughts:

This passage is important because it shows a theme that has been revisited throughout the novel: The reality vs. illusion part. In the chapter before the upper class and especially Gatsby was presented god like, their life is colour full and care less they have enough money they don’t have real problems only worry about minor details such as where to part that night. In contrast the other setting, the valley of ashes, symbolizes the reality, how life and especially the American dream really should be achieved. The valley of ashes is also described as a place where there is no life so people maybe stopped believing in being able to achieve greater success of even the American dream.     

