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     English A2 SL

THE GREAT GATSBY

The 1920s in a nutshell:

· Time of economic  prosperity: focus on materialism, individualism and capitalism
· Men home from WWI reentered work force
· New technologies: automobiles, moving picture (“talkies“ 1927), radio, electricity
· Society became enamored with wealth and luxuries
· Organized crime: mafias and gangsters
· Suffrage: women gained right to vote
· Women began attending universities 
· End of the Roaring Twenties: Black Thursday - 1929 Stock market crash
The Jazz Age -coined by F. Scott Fitzgerald

· An “anything goes“ attitude towards life
· Jazz music and dance emerged
· Youth used jazz music to rebel against traditional culture (hip hip of today)
· Flappers: women cut hair and had boyish figures
Prohibition 1920-1933

· National ban on the sale, manufacture and transportation of alcohol in the US
· Government tried to kill off whiskey -  Irish immigrants
· Government poisoned industrial alcohols in an attempt to prevent bootleggers from using them
· Around 10,000 died from poisons
· Gangsters made a fortune on illegal sales of alcohol (bootlegging: the drug trade of today)
· SpeakEasy: an establishment that illegally sells alcoholic beverages
The American Dream

What is the “the American Dream“?

The American Dream is to be defined by every person individually. For some people it is financial security, while others emphasize on family and freedom as key criteria. As long as you work very hard, everything is achievable.

NEW YORK STATE

Long Island

(East/West Egg, valley of the ashes)

Old Money (East Egg) vs. New Money (West Egg)
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ey of Ashes (poor)

Nick Carraway

· From the middle West (Minnesota)
· Stereotypically the East coast is fast paced
· Idea of corruption on the East
CHAPTER ONE

Characters

· Nick Carraway
· Tom Buchanan
· Daisy Buchanan
· Jordan Baker
· Jay Gatsby
Setting

· Tom Buchanan‘s house
· Nick Carraway‘s house
Discussion Questions

1. Who is Nick Carraway?
2. Describe the different between East and West Egg.
3. How are Daisy and Tom Buchanan and how does Nick know them?
4. How is Gatsby described when he appears at the end of chapter 1?
· He comes/leaves as he wishes
· God-like figure
· Reaching (trembling)for the green light
5. What is Gatsby looking at while standing on the dock?
The Green Light

· Represents Daisy
· Represents Gatsby‘s dreams and hopes (to be with Daisy)
· He is reaching out for the green light at the end of chapter 1
·  CHAPTER TWO
(1st page is important)

Characters

· Tom Buchanan
· Myrtle Wilson
· George Wilson
· The McKees
· Catherine
· Nick Carraway
Setting

· Mr. Wilson‘s garage
· Tom‘s apartment in New York
Discussion Questions

1. In what way is the description in the paragraphs appropriate to the total atmosphere of this chapter?
2. Myrtle buys a dog in the city(29), the furniture in Tom‘s apartment is overabundant and gaudy(31), and she changes outfits several times(33). What do these actions reveal about her character?
· She is living two lives, a double life
· Real life with Wilson
· Fake life with Tom
· Obsessed with luxury, wealth
· Myrtle is cheating the American Dream (doesn‘t work, lives of Tom‘s money, however her husband is a hard worker and tries to gain wealth through the American Dream, but he is getting nowhere)
3. What does the scene in New York apartment reveal about Tom?
· Impulsive
· Aggressive
· Macho 
· Breaks Myrtle‘s nose (smacks her back down into reality)
The Eyes of Doctor T.J. Eckleburg

The eyes of Doctor T. J. Eckleburg are a pair of fading, bespectacled eyes painted on an old advertising billboard over the valley of ashes. They may represent God staring down upon and judging American society as a moral wasteland, though the novel never makes this point explicitly. Instead, throughout the novel, Fitzgerald suggests that symbols only have meaning because characters instill them with meaning. The connection between the eyes of Doctor T. J. Eckleburg and God exists only in George Wilson’s grief-stricken mind. This lack of concrete significance contributes to the unsettling nature of the image. Thus, the eyes also come to represent the essential meaninglessness of the world and the arbitrariness of the mental process by which people invest objects with meaning. Nick explores these ideas in Chapter 8, when he imagines Gatsby’s final thoughts as a depressed consideration of the emptiness of symbols and dreams.

Chapter 2

· Nothing lasts forever
· Forgotten billboard
· Blue and gigantic
Chapter 7

· The eyes “kept their vigil“
· Religious connotations
· Judgmental
· Tom‘s infidelity
· Watching down (God)
· Myrtle is watching from the garage
Chapter 8

· Eyes = God
· God as an advertisement (society has forgotten the religious values/ society worships materialistic values)
· CHAPTER THREE
Characters

· Nick Carraway
· Jordan Baker
· Jay Gatsby
· Owl Eyes
Setting

· Nick Carraway‘s house
· Jay Gatsby‘s house
Discussion Questions

1. Describe Gatsby‘s party. Who is invited? How to the people act? How might Fitzgerald using this party to comment on the society in the 1920s?
· Cocktail party (illegal alcohol)
· Many people just go there even if they are not invited
· Party takes place every Friday
· People show off what they have with their clothes and money (colors: white & yellow)
· Very superficial
2. Find the section that contains Owl Eyes. Who is he and why is he so excited? What is the importance of his astonishment?
· Owl eyes is completely drunk in the library (he has been drunk for an entire week)
· He thinks the books are there for show and Gatsby put in fake books for appearance, but the are real
· Appearance
3. What rumors have been told about Gatsby? Why does Fitzgerald reveal rumors rather than facts?
· He killed a man
· He was a German spy during WWI
· He send someone a small fortune
· These rumors show how superficial the people were
· Illusion vs. Reality
4. Describe Nick‘s first encounter with Gatsby. How does Nick perceive Gatsby? Why does Nick find him intriguing? (page 49)
· Nick does not know what to expect from Gatsby
· He had expectations
· He is very curious
· Excellent speech
· Gatsby is handsome
· Impressed by Gatsby
· Nick is looking for someone to talk to in this sea of superficiality
5. What is the point in Nick breaking the story at the end of the chapter? What is he trying to prove? (page 56)
· He wants to demonstrate that he has not been changed by this new life, the parties, etc.
· He does not really enjoy the parties
· Jordan Baker is a golf player (she cheated at golf)
· Nick calls himself the only honest man he has ever met
· CHAPTER FOUR (after the big party scene)
Characters

· Nick Carraway
· Jay Gatsby
· Meyer Wolfsheim
· Tom Buchanan
· Jordan Baker
Setting

· Gatsby’s mansion
· Restaurant in NYC
Discussion Questions

1. We know that Gatsby is lying about his past. Why is he recreating the details of his life? (pg. 63-64)
· His whole family died (lie, his father shows up later to funeral)
· He says he his from the middle west, but he is from San Francisco
· He says he got medals in the war from allied countries, but only has one from Montenegro (he is blowing it up)
2. Who is Meyer Wolfsheim?
· Gatsby’s friend, a prominent figure in organized crime. Before the events of the novel take place, Wolfsheim helped Gatsby to make his fortune bootlegging illegal liquor. His continued acquaintance with Gatsby suggests that Gatsby is still involved in illegal business.
· while Meyer Wolfsheim “created Gatsby” (he himself hides in the shadow (gangster), Gatsby shows himself (handsome man))
· aka Arnold Rothstein
· Kingpin for the Jewish mafia in NYC
· Nicknamed “The Brain”
· Said to have been behind the 1919 Black Socks World Series scandal
· Agents paid members of the White Sox to “throw” the series
· The first to see Prohibition as an opportunity to make money
· Bootlegging (smuggling)
· Connection to The Great Gatsby

If Gatsby and Wolfsheim are friends, what might this indicate about Gatsby?


Gatsby has cheated the American Dream. He did not work hard to earn his fortune, 
but he also made his fortune by illegal activities, such as bootlegging.
3. What do we learn about Gatsby and Daisy’s prior relationship? What is Gatsby after? (fast forwards to chapter 8)
· Daisy is the first rich girl he has ever met
· They have been in a relationship (5 years ago)
· The only reason he could enter Daisy’s mansion is because he wore a uniform (Appearance vs. Reality)
· Gatsby was lying that he was rich, he created the future “Gatsby”
· He is following a grail (grail = Daisy)
· He could never had her, because “rich girls don’t marry poor guys”
· He bought a house for the two
· Gatsby is after Daisy’s status
· Daisy is just a prize that Gatsby is after
· CHAPTER FIVE
Characters

· Nick Carraway
· Jay Gatsby
· Daisy Buchanan
Setting

· Nick’s house
· Gatsby’s mansion
The most pivotal scene in the novel. Why?

· A dream realized
· Symbolism of the clock: Stops time
· Displays of wealth
· Daisy: reality vs. illusion
· Daisy represents a status (more exclusive, old rich. Gatsby is new rich)
· Gatsby is throwing his shirts in the air, Daisy starts crying (she is completely overwhelmed of how beautiful the shirts are; overwhelmed of rich Gatsby is)
· Daisy is very superficial and materialistic
· Gatsby built up great expectations towards Daisy and meeting her again after all these years (5years)
Page 84

· CHAPTER SIX
Characters

· Gatsby
· Tom Buchanan
· Daisy Buchanan
· Nick Carraway
· Mr. Sloane, a friend of Tom’s
Setting

· Gatsby’s mansion
Discussion Questions

1. What has Fitzgerald accomplished by withholding Gatsby’s true history until chapter 6?
· He was called James Gats
· Poor, parents were farm people
· From Midwest
· Completely different society than in which he lives now
· We are just meeting 
2. Describe the division between “old money” and “new money” represented in this chapter. How has Fitzgerald used this chapter as a social commentary for the class system in the United States at this time?
· Fitzgerald continues to explore the theme of social class by illustrating the contempt with which the aristocratic East Eggers, Tom and the Sloanes, regard Gatsby. Even though Gatsby seems to have as much money as they do, he lacks their sense of social nuance and easy, aristocratic grace. As a result, they mock and despise him for being “new money.” As the division between East Egg and West Egg shows, even among the very rich there are class distinctions.
· Gatsby has a car (new, modern technology, more expensive; new rich lifestlye)
Mr./Mrs. Sloane & Nick have horses (traditional, not showing of; old rich lifestyle)

· Fitzgerald is saying there are clear class divisions.
3. What is the importance of the following statement by Gatsby: “Can’t repeat the past? ...Why of course you can?” (106).
· Daisy did not enjoy it, maybe she would have 5 years ago
· Things have changed (Daisy has changed)
· Gatsby has not been changed at all, in his illusion Daisy has not changed either, but she did (his great expectations have failed; Daisy did not live up to them)
· Cannot recreate the past
· Gatsby is trying to live 5 years ago
· CHAPTER SEVEN
Characters

· Gatsby
· Nick
· Daisy
· Tom
· Jordan Baker
· George WIlson
· Myrtle Wilson
· Michaelis
Setting

· Gatsby’s mansion (West Egg)
· Buchanan’s house (East Egg)
· George Wilson’s garage
· Parlour of a suite in an NYC hotel
Discussion Questions

CLIMAX

1. How do the settings play a vital role in the events of this chapter? NYC and the valley of ashes?
2. How does Myrtle die? What correlation can you make between Myrtle’s death and her desire for material possessions? What might Fitzgerald be trying to say about society and materialism?
3. How do Tom and Daisy’s reactions to the evening’s events show their alikeness/true characters?
4. Is the final scene in this chapter pathetic or heartwarming? Why?
· Weather: hottest day of the year, explosion...? conflict between characters
· Daisy’s daughter runs into the room. Gatsby is shocked. Time has changed, Daisy became a mother
· Gatsby’s car is yellow (wealth, show off, gold) Tom rides Gatsby’s car to the city
· Wilson wants to move South, take his wife with him; he probably found out that she has been cheating on him, but not that it was Tom (he is still talking to Tom)
· Tom (well) & Wilson (sick) are the same: both wives cheat on their husbands
· Tom outs Gatsby in front of Daisy, who Gatsby wants to impress (conflict)
· Gatsby outs Daisy (that she loves Daisy, and not Tom) PAGE 124
· Daisy is insulting both men
· Gatsby is talking for Daisy
· Daisy / Gatsby ride Gatsby’s car home
· Myrtle thinks Tom was still driving the car and ran out of the street to stop Tom
· Tom is not in the car, but Gatsby & Daisy
· They do not stop and rum her over
· Myrtle is killed by the illusion of wealth she wants (the yellow car)
· Daisy & Gatsby keep going, do not stop
· Daisy drives the car, because Gatsby wants her to calm down, he wants to steady her after she was nervous after the conflict
· Gatsby acts as god like figure, comes and goes, wants to take care of Daisy
· Gatsby drops of Daisy at the mansion and waits outside in the shadow for Tom & Nick to arrive
· Gatsby explains Nick he wants to watch out for Daisy, so Tom won’t hurt her
· Final scene is pathetic
· However, Tom & Daisy look comfortable together (at the dinner table)
· Nick leaves him there in the moonlight
· Gatsby seems very obsessed/desperate with Daisy, they just killed a woman, and everything came out, however Gatsby only cares about Daisy (wants to watch out for her)
· He is holding on to the last piece of rope, that Daisy will need him (she won’t)
· Tom does not seem as aggressive/mad as before ??
· He acts calm when he hears of Gatsby & Daisy
· CHAPTER EIGHT
Characters

· Nick Carraway
· Jay Gatsby
· Jordan Baker
· George Wilson
Setting
· Gatsby’s mansion
· George Wilson’s garage
Discussion

1. Why does Fitzgerald switch from past to present so often in this chapter?
2. How does the following quotation illuminate Gatsby’s dream?: “...bot now he found that he had committed himself to the following of a grail” (142).
3. Weather: What season is it and how does this correspond with the plot?
· In fall, everything from summer dies (Gatsby & Daisy together; Gatsby’s hope to be with Daisy)
· Everything breaks apart
· Gatsby: negative connotations of beauty
· Nick, butler and chauffeur find Gatsby shot in pool
· Wilson shot Gatsby
· Wilson thinks Gatsby killed Myrtle, because the car that killed Myrtle was in Gatsby’s garage
· Wilson shots himself shortly after, in the grass near the pool
· The American Dream did not work for Wilson either, he had been working hard, but ended up dead
· Fitzgerald said at that time, the American Dream is just an illusion (only the Old Rich can achieve the American Dream: the working class (Wilson) died; the New Rich (Gatsby) died)
· CHAPTER NINE
Characters

· Nick Carraway
· Henry C. Gatz
· Owl Eyes
· Jordan Baker
Setting

· Gatsby’s house
· Wolfsheim’s office - NYC
Discussion

1. What is ironic about Gatsby’s funeral?
· Few attended, although he had lots of parties with many people- only his father came (shows how shallow the relationships are)
· Daisy, who was partly responsible
· Very superficial
· Meyer Wolfsheim won’t attend because he is scarred that the police will convict him (he’s a criminal) -> stay under the radar
2. What moral judgement does Nick make about Tom and Daisy? Discuss.
3. How does Fitzgerald highlight the downfall of Gatsby’s dream and the American Dream in this chapter?

