A2S2 Major Review

	
	Basic Plot
	Characters
	Setting
	Key Relationships
	Symbols
	Themes

	The Crucible
Arthur Miller
	
	Abigail – worked as a maid in the Proctor house; affair with Proctor; Parris’ niece; 17 years old
Parris – reverend of Salem

Reverend Hale

Called in to examine and investigate the cases of witchcraft in Salem; at the end he tries to protect Proctor; loses power to the court over time

Betty – The first person to be taken over by “witchcraft.” Incapacitated in bed. Begins Abigail’s power over the girls and in society. 

John Proctor – average working man (farmer), regrets his sin of the affair with Abigail; Wife = Elizabeth; two children ; didn’t go to church very often because he felt Parris to be dishonorable; didn’t remember all of the commandments when asked. 
	Salem, Massachusetts

Theocratic society – church makes the laws (court) – relates to power of society, passion for religion, ambition
Church

Proctor’s house

Forrest

Court/trials

Execution site
	Proctor and Elizabeth – cold relationship, fight, she accuses him of the affair; he fired Abigail and is trying to make up for his affair
CHANGE

when Elizabeth gets called in to court; he tries to take her place in jail; she lies for him in court.
Abigail and Proctor
	McCarthyism (metaphor) and the Red Scare
	Power – Abigail with Proctor (the affair)
Power over the girls by making them believe the witchcraft (manipulation), power over Tituba
Power of society (Puritanism) – literal meaning in Bible, presence of witchcraft/devil, no play for children, serious-natured people, repressed people
Passion between Abigail and Proctor ( voodoo doll, her accusations toward Elizabeth

/Proctor and Elizabeth, 
Revenge- Abigail (voodoo doll, accusations toward Elizabeth, land

Ambition – Abigail’s desire for Proctor; Proctor’s protection of his name (ambition for honor); Abgail’s ambition for power within society

Jealousy/ Pride/Betrayal


	Macbeth

William Shakespeare


	Prophecies at the beginning:
Thane of Glamis, Thane of Cawdor, King of Scotland

Prophecies at the end:

Birnam Forest will move; no man born of a woman can kill him; Beware Macduff
	Macbeth
Lady Macbeth

Macduff

Lady Macduff

Duncan

The witches

Banquo and Fleance

Malcolm (Duncan’s son)


	
	Macbeth and Lady Macbeth: Power struggle, ambition, manipulation
	Blood – murder, violence, guilt, regret, impurity
Dagger – guilt, conscience 

Weather/time of day (motif)
Owl

	Ambition: BLIND AMBITION – (MACBETH) he trusts the witches and their prophecies that all will come true; to become King, wants to fulfill the prophecies (doesn’t believe at first but when he becomes Thane of Cawdor he believes); Second set of prophecies (apparitions) believes he won’t be harmed b/c he takes the apparitions at face value/literal meaning

 LADY MACBETH wants to gain social standing and be queen, she wants to do the deed herself (a man’s job “unsex me now”); 
Masculinity and violence

Power and relationships

Change in power between Macbeth and Lady Macbeth – “Unsex me now” speech shows a change in the relationship, she insults him and calls him a coward, she wants to assume the role of the man, she questions his manhood; LM can’t kill Duncan because he reminds her of her father; loses her power when she sleepwalks and tries to wash the blood off her hands, she commits suicide; power shifts back to Macbeth
Guilt – Act 2 Scene 2/3 Macbeth can no longer pray, can no longer sleep “Sleep! Macbeth hath murdered sleep!”; sees Banquo’s ghost at the banquet (hired murderers to kill Banquo)
Manipulation



	
	Basic Plot
	Characters
	Setting
	Key Relationships
	Symbols
	Themes

	The Great Gatsby


F. Scott Fitzgerald


	
	Jay Gatsby

Nick Carraway

Tom Buchanen

Daisy Buchanan

Meyer Wolfsheim

Owl Eyes

Jordan Baker

George Wilson

Myrtle Wilson

Gatsby’s father

	Gatsby’s mansion – parties
Nick’s house: Daisy/Gatsby’s first meeting

Valley of Ashes – represents the working class and the destruction of the American Dream

East Egg – old rich live (Buchanans)

West Egg – new rich live (Gatsby and Nick)

New York – anything can happen (the affair wth Tom and Myrtle, the big confrontation between Gatsby and Tom)


	Gatsby and Daisy – pursuing a dream, illusion versus reality
Daisy and Tom – superficiality of society, decline of moral values 

George and Myrtle Wilson – betrayal, class systems, death of the American Dream
Nick and Jordan – they have a “relationship” but a shallow one

Tom and Myrtle – affair, class systems, role of women , decline of morals, death of the American Dream, illusion vs reality
Nick and Daisy (cousins)
	Green light
Yellow – represents wealth

Ex. Yellow car, yellow leaves (change in seasons and the end of summer, foreshadows Gatsby’s death), yellow dresses at Gatsby’s parties (superficial people at the parties, focus on wealth, lack of morals), Gatsby wears a yellow tie, yellow spectacles
Eyes of T.J. Eckleburg – Godlike, advert, shows the decay morals, 
Weather (motif): extreme heat foreshadows the confrontation between Gatsby and Tom
Gatsby’s wealth/possessions

Clock – symbol for time, living in the past, defunct mantelpiece clock represents his desire to hold on to stopped time and live in the past when he and Daisy had a relationship. 
Valley of Ashes


	Illusion versus reality
Dreams

Living in the past

Social criticism – Fitzgerald says you cannot change class systems, death of the American Dream, decline of morals


	The Glass Menagerie

Tennessee Williams

	
	Laura Wingfield
Tom Wingfield

Amanda Wingfield

Jim O’Connor (gentleman caller and colleague of Tom)

Father’s picture


	Wingfield apartment: entrapment, illusion versus reality (Laura can’t survive in the real world)
Fire escape – escape route, important for Tom, Laura slips which represents her inability to survive outside
Street in the final scene
	
	Paradise Dance Hall – world outside the apartment, freedom, heaven, reality
Fire escape

Wingfield apartment

Glass unicorn

Coffin 

Magician METAPHOR

Father’s picture

Light shines onto it whenever Tom is speaking about escape. Shows that the father harmed the family by leaving and foreshadows Tom’s eventual escape
Music (motif)
Legend on the screen (motif)
Blue roses

“Jim” to symbolize reality


	Illusion versus reality
Entrapment 

Ability to truly escape without harm

· magician box metaphor

Living in the past


