
Scene 7 - Menagerie with Jim

Outline

Theme
· Laura’s place in society
· her development catalyzed by Jim’s presence
Context
· before:
· Laura dropped out of school
· Amanda asked Tom to bring home a gentleman-caller for his sister Laura
· Tom invited Jim from work over to the Wingfield apartment for dinner
· after:
· Jim and Laura dance
· while dancing the glass unicorn falls to the ground and loses its horn (symbolizes Laura losing her shyness/limb)
· the two kiss
· Jim reveals that he is a married man
· Laura goes back to being shy
Setting
· the Wingfield apartment 
· living-room (Laura and Jim)
· kitchen (Amanda and Tom)
Summary
· after dinner Laura spends time with Jim in the living room
· shows him her glass menagerie collection
· she trusts Jim with her favorite piece (unicorn)
· she processes into a normal (confidential) character through Jim’s presence
Character analysis

· Laura
· Amanda’s daughter
· Tom’s sister
· dropped out of school
· very shy
· has a limb
· is different than other people (abnormal)
· has no gentleman-callers
· she develops into a more confidential character through Jim’s company
· Jim
· gentleman-caller
· invited to dinner by Tom to meet his sister Laura
· enjoys Laura’s company
Theme Analysis

Mood and imagery analysis

· Imagery
· line 29
· unicorn is placed in a new environment
· change of scenery
· Laura experiences a change of scenery as well
Stylistic devices

· Symbol of the unicorn
· the unicorn has a horn, which makes it different from all the other horses (line 23)
· Laura has a limb, which results in her shyness
· this makes Laura different from the other people
· Laura = unicorn
· unicorns can not exist in the real world, and neither can Laura exist in a world outside the apartment
· Symbol of music
· changes depending on the emotions of the characters
· it rises as the play processes
· Symbol of light versus absence of light
· Jim’s shadow represents a contrast
· her confidence grows with the 
· Diction
· short sentences (dialogue between characters / conversation)
· easy, simple words (because it is a play, realistic)
· examples lines 28, 30
· several question marks and exclamation marks
· Jim asks question about Laura
· shows his interest in her
· examples lines 3, 17, 26
· Laura is questioned and therefore answers with statements
· she enjoys his interest in her life, as it is a new experience for her
· Stage Directions
· show emotional state of characters (Laura smiling, Jim grinning)
· examples lines 24, 26, 28, 30
· Alliteration
· “one of the oldest” (line 6)
Link
Final thoughts

· first time Laura shows confidence
· Jim has a positive influence on her behavior
· loses her shyness

