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The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

Oral Commentary Passage 2

1. Background
· “The Great Gatsby”
· F. Scott Fitzgerald
· “Jazz Age”-novel
2. Context
· What happened before this?
· Jay Gatsby got in touch with Nick Carraway
· He wants to get back together with his early love Daisy
· Nick is Daisy Buchanan’s cousin
· She left Gatsby 5 years ago, because “rich girls don’t marry poor boys”
· Gatsby suggested that Nick invites Daisy over for tea, so he can meet Daisy
· Gatsby’s mansion is right next to Nick’s house
· He wants to show of his money/wealth towards Daisy
· What happens after this?
· Gatsby and Daisy enjoy their reunion
· Gatsby invites Daisy and Nick to his house, where he shows them all his possessions
· When Daisy sees the extensive collection of English shirts, she begins to cry (shows how materialistic she really is)
· Nick leaves
· Gatsby and Daisy are left alone
3. Setting
· Describe
· Nick Carraway’s house
· West Egg (New Rich)
· Is it important to the passage? (Era, etc.)
· Gatsby’s mansion is in sight of Nick’s house
· Gatsby wants Daisy to see how much he changed: how rich he his, the fabulous life he lives and his expensive possessions
· The term “rich girls don’t marry poor boys” does not apply to him anymore
· Summary  (PULL LINES TO PROVE)
· Passage is the most pivotal scene in the novel
· Daisy Buchanan, Jay Gatsby, Nick Carrawayare at Nick’s house
· The reunion of Daisy and Gatsby was very awkward at first
· Gatsby leaned back on a defunct mantelpiece clock
· Before the clock could hit the floor Gatsby caught it
· They get tea and sit down
· Daisy is talking with Nick, Gatsby is watching the two unhappy
· Nick excuses himself to let the two have some one-on-one time
· Gatsby follows Nick into the kitchen
· Gatsby thought the meeting was a mistake
· Nick can persuade Gatsby to get back to Daisy and leaves the house
5. Analysis (PULL LINES TO PROVE)
· Theme
· Passage is the most pivotal scene in the novel, because of Gatsby’s and Daisy’s reunion
· Theme of the passage is that Gatsby finally meets again with his early love Daisy
· Before this event, the story of their relationship exists only in prospect, as Gatsby moves toward a dream that no one else can discern
· Gatsby tried to recreate the perfect moment with Daisy, of whom he thinks is perfect as well
· We learn that one cannot recreate the past
· Turning point in the story, plot shifts its focus to the romance between Gatsby and Daisy, and the tensions in their relationship actualize themselves
· This passage is significant, because we learn a lot about Gatsby and his obsession for Daisy (-> ”Characters”)
· He waited 5 years in which he earned a lot of money just to be able to be with her again
· Characters
· Jay Gatsby
· Protagonist of the novel
· Title character
· Young man, around thirty years old
· He used to be poor in rural North Dakota
· Became very wealthy and moved to 
· Who rose from an impoverished childhood in rural North Dakota
· Became wealthy through bootlegging and purchased a magnificent mansion in West Egg
· His motivation to become wealthy was his love for Daisy Buchanan, whom he met as a military officer in Louisville five years ago
· Back then he lied to her, saying he was rich in order to convince her that he was good enough for her
· He was left by Daisy
· He searched for Daisy and found her through Nick (THIS passage)
· This scene reflect Gatsby’s character the best, and reveals the most of him
· He is very nervous, which is evidence that Gatsby is not this great “God-like”-figure as he often appears to be in the book
· His nervousness shows that he is just a human being and is representative for his deep feeling towards Daisy
· He has given much thought to Daisy and been thinking about her a lot: even remember date of their last meeting (20 “Five years next November”)
· He realizes that he cannot repeat the past, like he tried to (36 “This is a terrible mistake”)
· Daisy Buchanan
· Character based on Fitzgerald’s wife, Zelda
· Daisy is a beautiful young woman from Louisville, Kentucky
· Nick’s cousin, trough whom she meets her early love Gatsby again
· After she left Gatsby she married Tom Buchanan and moved to East Egg
· Daisy is in love with money, ease, and material luxury (next scene: breaks out in tears when she sees Gatsby’s fine English shirts
· Can be seen in this scene too
· When they first see each other it seems like Daisy does not recognize Gatsby right away
· Gatsby has give her a hint of who he is before she seems to remember him (6 “We’ve met before”)
· Shows that Daisy probably did not give much thought to Gatsby after she left him, but rather towards expensive clothes
· Nick Carraway
· The narrator of the novel
· Serves as Fitzgerald’s mouthpiece
· Gatsby’s neighbor
· Daisy’s cousin
· Brings the two ex lovers together
· He says about himself that he is the only honest person he knows
· Another quality of Nick about which we learn in this passage is tolerance
· His arrangement of the between Gatsby and Daisy brings his practice of tolerance almost to the level of complicity
· This is the same when he tolerantly watches Tom cheating on Daisy with his affair Myrtle (Chapter 2)
· So, he facilitates the commencement of an extramarital affair for Daisy, potentially helping to wreck her marriage
· This is very ironic, because (as mentioned before) Nick is very honest and disgusted by the moral decay that he witnesses among the rich in New York
· Nick’s actions may can be partially justified by Gatsby’s strong affection for Daisy, a love that Nick perceives to be absent from Daisy’s relationship with Tom.
· Mood and Imagery
· The mood in this passage is:
· Tense
·  Nervous
· Uncomfortable
· Excited
· This mood reflects the reunion of Gatsby & Daisy after a long time
· Both are not very comfortable with the situation right away
· They have to get used to each other’s company again
· The diction supports this mood
· Adjectives such as:
· Distraught
· Frightened
· Dangerously
· Abortive
· Rigidly
· Automatic
· Desperate
· Tense
· Unhappy
· Miserable
· Rude
· Imagery helps to display the character’s properties
· Examples:
· (1, 2 “Gatsby, his hands ... ease, even of boredom”)
· Shows how cool he is, “god-like” figure
· (5 “Daisy, who was sitting ... of a stiff chair”)
· Daisy does not know what to expect
· Seems like she is not yet aware of whom she is facing
· Forgot Gatsby?
· (33, 34 “He followed me wildly ... a miserable way.”)
· Gatsby believed the meeting with Daisy was a mistake
· His attempt to recreate the perfect situation with his love has failed
· His character shifted from being very confidence to being scarred and indecisive
· Stylistic Devices (use correct terminology)
· There is a lot of direct speech between the three characters
· Symbol of the clock
· Line 7-10 “Luckily the clock ... set it back in place”
· It is a symbol of Gatsby trying to stop the time and “travel back in time”
· He wants to create the moment when he was a young military officer in Louisville and when him and Daisy were dating
· For him, this was the perfect moment for him
· However, this time he does not have to lie about his background: he did become rich
6. Links
7. Final Thoughts
· Passage is significant to further course of the novel
· Afterwards, the plot shifts its focus to the romance between Gatsby and Daisy, and the tensions in their relationship actualize themselves
· Also is it significant to what we learn of Gatsby
· He had to experience that the past is done and can not be brought back
· Creates the aspect of “Reality versus Illusion”

